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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Greetings,

 

The Canada Ontario Resource Development Agreement (CORDA) fulfilled its mandate in 2009 for the 60th time since its inception in 1949.  The Agreement continues to fund a variety of traditional and innovative natural resource based endeavours from First Nations, members and organizations across Ontario. Our Annual Report provides a summary of the CORDA program, results for 2009-2010 and highlights accomplishments.  

 

2010 brings with it some new faces and representation at our Committee table including Northern Development, Mines and Forestry and myself as the Chair. 
This year's focus will continue on with the progress made on implementing the recommendations from the 2009 Operating Review by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC). The results of this review have provided opportunities for continuous improvement and new perspectives on how we do business. The Agreement is set to be approved for one additional year through a one year amending agreement. This approval will carry the Agreement through 2010 and the early portion of 2011.  We await confirmation from INAC on long term commitment past 2011. 

 

The challenge ahead will be to demonstrate a strong business case to ensure future support from INAC. CORDA continues to fill a gap for First Nation communities, organizations and individuals by supporting local projects that result in capacity building, small capital investments, business opportunities and sustainable use of natural resources. In addition, it provides a partnership forum between Provincial Treaty Organizations, the Province of Ontario and the Federal government. 

 

I would like to thank all of the Committee members as they continue to work hard with momentum to fulfill the obligations set out by the Agreement; demonstrating strong partnership, coordination, governance and accountability. 

 
Charlene Vantyghem
INTRODUCTION

The Canada Ontario Resource Development Agreement (CORDA) is a tripartite initiative between Federal, Provincial, and First Nation governments.  Through cooperation and collaboration,  CORDA equally supports the economic development initiatives of First Nations people, in providing financial assistance in the resource development and utilization of natural resources.

The Agreement includes Grand Council Treaty #3, the Nishnawbe Aski Nation, the Union of Ontario Indians, the Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians, Independent First Nations, Canada, and Ontario.  The Agreement was renewed for one year on June 11, 2009.  

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
CORDA believes that each individual project promotes, strengthens, and revitalizes the socio-economic structure of the First Nation peoples of Ontario while allowing First Nations people to sustain their ancestral activities.

The access, development, utilization, and management of renewable natural resources within First Nation territories are governed by the principles of preservation for future generations, conservation in the present, and regeneration from the past.

CORDA also provides funding to help small enterprises in cultural or traditional activities that use natural resource products.  Often this seed money is difficult or impossible to obtain from other funding programs or banking institutions that would categorize these projects as high risk.  The funding from CORDA has been used to successfully leverage additional funding from other agencies and financial institutions, facilitating access to venture capital.

CORDA funding has resulted in increased employment activity, improved economic circumstances, and improvement in the general quality of life for First Nation people.

RENEWABLE RESOURCES

CORDA was established to assist the First Nation people of Ontario utilize renewable natural resources to their economic benefit.  The program financially supports projects that promote resource development, management, harvesting, conservation and traditional learning.  It supports those projects whose intent is to foster economic development and natural resource management for future generations.

CORDA FUNDED PROJECTS

· Commercial Fishing

· Fuel Assistance

· Forestry Restoration

· Trapper’s Assistance

· Hats for Hides Program

· Fishing and Hunting

· Fur Harvesting Marketing and Processing renewable natural resources

· Traditional Harvesting

· Eco-systems Initiatives

· Renewable Resources
· Fish processing plants

· Eco-tourism initiatives

· Land use planning
· Cultural Programming

CORDA OPERATING GUIDELINES

Under the CORDA Operating Guidelines, the CORDA Committee must meet at least twice per year with a minimum of five members to form quorum.

First Nation members are reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses incurred while in the performance of their duties, which are considered administrative expenses and are included in the programs annual budget.  The Government representatives are reimbursed for travel and meeting-related expenses through their respective employer and these expenses do not fall under the annual budget.  The Ministry of Natural Resources provides support for services to the CORDA Committee.

ROLE OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The CORDA Committee consists of ten committee members and is comprised of five Aboriginal members and five Ontario and Federal Government representatives.  The five Aboriginal members represent each First Nation treaty organizations of Ontario: Grand Council Treaty #3, Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians, the Union of Ontario Indians and a delegate from the Independent First Nations.  The Governments are represented with two members from the Federal Government (Indian and Northern Affairs Canada); three from the Provincial Government (Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs and the Ministry of Natural Resources).  A member from the Ministry of Natural Resources acts as Chair of the CORDA Committee.
The responsibility of the Committee includes the selection process of projects; ensuring projects sustain natural resource management and their compliance to resource management guidelines.  The CORDA Committee is sensitive to the needs of First Nation peoples’ cultural heritage, ensuring that these needs are addressed during the application review process.

2009-2010 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Vernon Tuesday / David Lindsay
Grand Council Treaty #3

Jason Laronde

Union of Ontario Indians

Luke Hunter

Nishnawbe Aski Nation

Geoff Stonefish
Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians

Kathy Jones

Independent First Nations

Sharon Manitowabi

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

Anne Murphy
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

Lars Eedy

Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs

Mark Muschett

Ministry of Natural Resources

Graham Vance / Ian Crawford (terms ended)
Ministry of Natural Resources

(Committee Chair)

2009-2010 FUNDING YEAR

In the 2009-2010 funding year, CORDA received a total of 111 applications requesting over $3.0 million in assistance.  CORDA was able to fund 32 projects within the million-dollar budget.  

CORDA Funding Requests for 2005-2009 ($1,000s)
	Category
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Fishing
	539
	356
	359
	364
	532

	Trapping
	302
	457
	249
	677
	963

	Forestry
	151
	278
	258
	320
	364

	Other (eco-tourism, education, crafts, etc)
	736
	1204
	864
	855
	1161

	Hats for Hides
	130
	150
	150
	150
	150

	Totals
	1858
	2445
	1880
	2366
	3170
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CONTACT US
Jill Smith

Administrative Assistant

CORDA Office

123 Paudash Street

RR 2

Keene, ON   K0L 2G0

Phone: 705-295-7116

Fax: 705-295-4424

E-mail: corda@nexicom.net

Charlene Vantyghem
Committee Chair

Ministry of Natural Resources

300 Water Street

Peterborough, ON   K0J 8M5

Phone: 705-755-5105
Fax: 705-755-1267
E-mail: Charlene.vantyghem@ontario.ca

Website:
http:www.anishinabek.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=100&Itemid=28
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